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Reforming the
Oireachtas

Madam, - Fine Gael's proposed
overhaul of the Dail and Seanad
doesn't go far enough.

Does anyone still believe that
former teachers, lawyers, account­
ants and career politicians are ade­
quately equipped to run our var­
ious .government departments?
The best and brightest in our
society are rarely drawn to the rig­
ours of seeking elected office and
therefore the proposals should
include provision for an elected
taoiseach to nominate ministers

Madam, - This morning on FM4
radio we heard that Eamon Gil­
more'TD visited Elvis Presley's
home, Graceland, last year.

His choice of song on ,the
Gareth O'Callaghan show was
Elvis's hit Suspiq'ous Minds.

He surely has his fingers on the
pulse of the Irish public. - Yours,
etc,

MAURICE COLGAN,
Mooretown Road,
Swords,
Co Dublin.

Facingupto
fiscalcrisis
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Madam, - Martin McGuinness
has condemned the murderers in
the North as "traitors to the island
ofIreland" with absolutely no man­
date from the people.

Of course, he is correct.
However, is it not a shame that

Mr McGuinness never sought to
measure the actions of his IRA
comrades by the Same standard? ~
Yours, etc, '

BARRY WALSH,
Brooklawn,
Clontarf,
Dublin 3.

'Obscene' comparison to EDA

I

Murders by dissidentrepublicans

Letters to
the Editor

, Madam, -I read with horror the Madam, - The relatives of the
comments by Sinn Fein's Caoimh- two young soldiers and thePSNI
ghin 6 CaoHiinthatthe !TIurders of member have suffered a terrible Madam, - Myles Duffy (March
the two British Army soldiers loss and our sincere sympathy is 10) is right to say the economic
"were wrong because they were in with them. There may, however, crisis must prompt "urgent new
breach of a peace process entered be a silver lining to the dark doua thinking, revised priorities and
into in good faith by Irish of murder in the North. For the new practical initiatives, begin­
Republicans" '(The Irish Times, first time, nearly all the people of ning with a changed approach to
March 12th)., this island - nationalist, unionist, aid and welfare". It is a pity that

This is like saying the murders Catholic and Protestant - are his argument fails, to provide that
of fellow humans were, wrong standingshouldeJ; to shoulder in "new thinking",and simply
because someoneforgottofill ina defence of democratic freedom expresses a rather old-fashioned
form correctly or apply for' a and security. ' notion of charity. Essentially, he
permit which would have autl1or~ 'the lnurders show there is still argues that the needy in Ireland
ised or justified their actions. an infection, however small, of the are more "deserving" of aid than

The simple fact is that themur~ political virus ,Of "physical force the needy elsewhere, and that
ders were wrong because they republicanism". Patrick Pearse such aid must come through "char-,
were immonll,unlawful and con- was an honourable man, who ities". '

, trary to ail that normal decent stood up in uniform to fight for I would contend that a better
people hold to beright. what he believed: in. But he cre- exampleof new thinking would be

The,saDle goes for the murders .ated a fantasy Ireland in his head to~eek to eradicate the r90ts of
that IRA/Sinn Fein supported, con~ and unfortunately he Went to live poverty, not the consequences of
donedand ,indeed encouraged in it. it. We must begin to think of pov-
over the past 40 years. What is For a cenwryafter his death, in erty in terms ofdenial of funda-
wrong today was wrong then. church, school and political plat~ ment;:tl human rights, not simply

When will Mr 6 Caolain and his form, we, paid reverence to him charity, and hand-outs. And we
fellow-travellers in Sinn Fein and his "physical force" ideology. must stop thinking that poor
realise the blatant immoral hypoc- A taoiseach ,boasted ,of having people far away have fewer rights
risy of their position. Until they Pearse's picture in his office. A , than other poor people.
admit that what they supported Minister of State" Dr Jimmy Cutting the overse.as aid budget
was wrong they cannot have any Devins,recently saluted Liam Mell- will do nothing to solve, the eco­
moral standing in any of their owes,who fought to subvert our nomic crisis, but it will c~rtainly

mealy-mouthed pronouncements democracy inthe Civil War, as a condemn millions of people to a
on the latestunjustifiable atroci- "great champion of Irish life in poverty., '
ties. - Yours, etc, ' freedom". Our, overseas aid is not

JAMES STAiNES, We do not'need to look far for "charity", to,beturnedonwhenlre-
StAlphonsus Road, who is to blame. As well as land is feeling "generous", and
Drumcondra, "sneaking-regarderism", even in then turned off when we are
Dublin 9. the Dail, we do not wash our polit- feeling the pinch. Rather, our aid

ical hands so we now have to cope is· a practical expression of our
with a political bug that could deep and lasting commitment to
develop into a life-threatening fight injustice, oppression and pov­
MRSA. erty wherever it exists, in times of

If, however, we now admit the crisis more than ever. - Yours, etc, ,
part we have played, we can help HANS ZOMER,
ensure ,a safer world for 0lIr grand- Director, D6chas,
children by having the theme of Harcourt Street,
the celebration in 2016 to be thank- Dubliil2,
fQlness that we have finally left the '
dark days of murderous madness Madam, .:.. I think I have found
behind us. - Yours, etc, the solution to the economic crisis.

P.D. GOGGIN, Many of us ignored the warnings
GlenagearyWoods, of our political leaders with our
DunLaoghaire, negative gabbling about the
Co Dublin. economy over the past couple of

years. Those of us who couldn't
shut up about crazy house prices,
government overspending, short­

'term, political thinking, lack of
accountability and poor leadership

Madam, - Vincent Browne Late Late Show when Irish are to blame for our current
(Opinion, March nth) says the Defence Force members demon- plight.
European Defence Agency (EDA) strated their military equipment However, as it seems to have
"strives to bring coheJ;"en,ce to the before they left for Chad, on an been so easy for us to talk our­
European armaments industry, to EU-led mission with an Irish com- selves into recession, I think we
help devise even more efficient mander. Some of this equipment is gab-gifted Irish should now unite
and effective means ofkilling". He sourced in Ireland. " •", ',' ",,' ,,' ',< ,.toJa1k" ourselves out of one'!1l
compl:lfes the EDA,withthe,IltA Before an EU-Ied force' can pari theory i~should be just as easy'.,'! i
murderers of two soldiers and a,' ticipare in any peacekeeping or suggest we start, on St 'Patrick's
policeman in Northern Ireland in peacemaking mission the unani, Day.- Yours, etc,
recent days. Presumably the 'sol- mous agreement of all EU . KIERAN LENIHAN,
diers should not have been there membeNtates is required, not Seapark Drive,
and are therefore fair game for just the member statespartici~ Dublin 3.
anybody who decides to shoot pating.
them since they were trying to Presumably Mr Browne's rea­
"bring coherence" to the security soning extends to those who
policy of a legitimate Government murder people, including their
and Parliament. fellow criminals, in Dublin, Lim-

By way of reducing the serious- erick and elsewhere every other
neSs of the IRA murders he writes week. Do they also have as much
that "there is a lot more nonsense legitimacy as the EDA? Or are the
that infects minds and that justi- two IRAs more' legitimate than
fiesother and even more pervasive these criminals in MrBrowne's
killings". This is twisted thinking mind?
and is as outrageous as I have no The second Worid War
doubt it is meant to be. occurred because there was no

The mission statement of the country, institution or agency in
EDA states that the Capabilities Europe capable of keeping or
Directorate, works with partici- enforcing the peace against the
pating member-states to develop threat of fascism.The ED has built
defence capabilities to support up an interdependence that makes
European Security and Defence war in Europe among existing
Policy as it stands now and will member-states unthinkable. How­
evolve in the future, on the basis of ever, this does not apply in other
a Capability development plan; and parts of the world where the UN
to pool efforts and resources in the expects entities such as the EU to
development of transformed, inter- play, ,their' part in keeping and
operable and cost-effective armed enforcing the peace. This in turn
forces. obviates the need for the US to

An objective of the EDA is to play world policeman.
meet EUaims of protection for Defence and security are essen­

'peacekeeping and peacemaking tial prerequisites fOJ; the success of
forces by better inter-operability democracy; and defence and secu­
so that the lives'of Irish Defence rity forces are accountable to gov­
Force members and others are pro- ernments and parliaments. To
tected when carrying out dan- whom do the latest two IRAs
gerous, oftell life-threatening, account? I have no doubt that the
tasks - not to make them "even 'EU, its member-states and its insti­
mnrp nprv,,~ivp" ki11pr~. Fnr tntiom; are imnerfect: but to relate

Problems at GM

BAILOUT OR bankruptcy: these unsavoury options
, , seem the only ones open to General Motors and,

in turn, European governments faced with
rescuing its operations here. The automotive giant is
currently dependent on multi-billion dollar' US
gov~rnment bailouts to keep it afloat. With an estimated
one in ten US jobs linked to the motor industry, the clo­
sure ofGM would seem to be too frightening a prospect
for an already crippled US economy to contemplate.

Yet even with this support, the firm's future remains
uncertain. A viability plan, submitted to the US treasury
last month, was based on an annualUS new cal; market
of at least 11.5 million vehicles. Actual sales for the first
two months suggest the reality may be aslow as 9.3 mil­
lion this year. GM's auditors, Deloitte and Touche, last
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.Climatechange
evidence laid bare
I T IS now evident that there will be no escape from the

severe impacts of global warming. This week's inter-...:.
national scientific conference on climate change,

hosted by the University of Copenhagen, heard the latest
alarming predic~ion from some of the world's leading sci-,
entists that sea levels could rise by one metre or more by
the end of this century. Their estimate nearly doubles the
figures for sea level rise projected by the UN's Intergov­
ernmental Panel on Climate Change just two years ago,
and is based on mounting evidence that the Antarctic and
Greenland ice sheets are melt~ng much faster than
anticipated. All low-lying coastal areas, including many
cities thrqughout the world, would be threatened by
catastrophic flooding if the scientists ;are right.

Much of the Netherlands lies below current sea level,
so the potential casualties obviouslyincludeAmsterdam
and Rotterdam. But other parts of the world would also
be prone to catastrophic flooding~ Neither would Ireland
be immune; all' of our coastal cities, particularly Dublin
and Cork, would be on the frontline.

A rise of one metre or more in global sea levels would
be quite disastrous in itself. But research on climate
change over the past 20' years, confirmed by the
increasing frequency and severity of "extreme weather
events", shows that ever~increasing surface

"temperatures will lead to more intense gales and
hurricanes. These, in turn, w:ill produce massive storm
surges, magnifying the effeCt of higher sea levels. And
with more and more people moving to coastal areas, the
number affected by flooding disasters will run to many
millions; it has been estimated that at least 10 per cent of
the world's population - about 600 million people -live
in the most vulnerable areas.

The real irony, of course, is that the people least
responsible for the greenhouse gas emissions causing

,Climate change will suffer the most. Commenting on the
new scientific research presented in Copenhagen,
Oxfam International said the "startling new predictions"
on sea level rise "spell disaster for millions of the world's
poorest people". And" it called on the developed
countries to accept their responsibility to make deep
cuts in emissions "to prevent these cataclysmic
predictions becoming a reality". Even if the United
States and other developed counti"iesheeded this call, '
we may still need to resort to engineering solutions to
"refreeze" the polar ice caps" for examplt.

It is likely that the economic downtUrn will bring down
carbon emissions-w:orldwid~, p~rticularly if it persists
fora number of years. But 'governments cannot be
complacentaridlllUst work' towards a low-carbon
recovery to ensure that emissions do not resume ,an
upward trajectory once economic growth resumes. Poli­
ticians everywhere need to showreal leadership by "step­
ping up to the plate" in Copenhagen next December at
the 15th UN conference on climate'change. If we are to
maintain a safe climate for life on Earth, it is vital that
this conference produces a global agreement to steer
every country on the path to environmentally-sustain­
able economic development in the coming decades.
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